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been repeated a thousand times by all the good and
learned; but we have not yet reached the sublime
state where it works. Meanwhile, this imperfect
world of ours has to go on! If the Afridi makes a
raid into British territory, he has to be hammered
very hard. That's the only thing he understands.
It's the Law of the Frontier."
"Yes," says also the military mind of Europe,
"that's all very admirable as a counsel of perfection,
but it won't do at all in this wicked world of rivalry
between hostile nations. It gives no security."
But the man of religion speaks otherwise. "We
also have heard much," he says, "about the dire
necessity of War. But do you get any further ? Has
mankind no more sense than the two Kilkenny cats
that fought each other till there was nothing left?
Has not this religious idealism of ours a scientific
foundation ? Are we not finding out scientifically the
folly of the old vindictive modes of punishment and
imprisonment even for criminals? Does not all the
best modern science, wherever it touches human
relations, point the same way ? Was it not a colonel
in the Indian Army who said that Dr. Pennell, on
the Frontier, was 'worth a couple of regiments'?
Does any thoughtful Frenchman, in his heart of
hearts, believe to-day that Clemenceau, the Tiger
(what a name!), saved France at Versailles'5 Is not
the world verdict plain, that France's obstinate
determination to humiliate Germany at the end of
the Great War has led on directly to Nazi supremacy
fifteen years later ? Is there to be no limit to retalia-